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The Legal Network circulated a questionnaire to each of the major federal parties — the Bloc 
Québécois, the Conservative Party of Canada, the Green Party of Canada, the Liberal Party of 
Canada and the New Democratic Party of Canada. The Conservative Party of Canada did not 
respond. 
 
The first question posed was focused on HIV strategy and funding in Canada. Below, you can 
find the question and the responses from 4/5 of the federal parties: 
 
Question 1: Fully funding a renewed strategy on HIV and AIDS 
 
Canada needs an adequately funded federal strategy on HIV and AIDS, including funding for 
front-line services and programs that offer HIV prevention and provide care, treatment and 
support to people living with HIV and their families and communities. In 2003, all parties then 
represented in the House of Commons unanimously recommended that Canada’s federal strategy 
on HIV be enhanced by effectively doubling its funding, to $85 million annually, and in 2004, 
the federal government committed to largely reaching this target, with funding increased 
gradually to $84.4 million by 2008–09. However, in 2007, funding was cut and it has remained 
flat-lined at the level of $72.6 million/year ever since. As a result, over the last eight years, more 
than $100 million of funds committed to the HIV response, reflecting an all-party consensus, 
have simply never been delivered. Meanwhile, there are still some 3000 cases of HIV infection 
newly diagnosed each year, according to the Public Health Agency of Canada’s most recent 
estimates. 
 
Decades of research and experience have demonstrated what works in responding to HIV. This 
includes scaling up access to antiretroviral treatment and evidence-based prevention programs, 
plus protecting and promoting the human rights of people living with HIV and of communities 
particularly affected, so that these programs and services are accessible and effective. Other 
countries have adopted new strategies and committed funds to the global goal of ending AIDS as 
a public health threat by 2030. Yet Canada’s HIV strategy is now a decade old, is not informed 
by the most recent scientific breakthroughs, and has never been adequately funded. 
 
Will your party commit to collaborating with leading HIV organizations in Canada to envision 
a new, fully funded strategy to end HIV and AIDS in this country and globally? 
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Response from the Bloc Québécois (unofficial English translation): 
 
The Bloc Québécois will continue to be vigilant and uncompromising on the issue of the $84.4 
million in funding promised for the Federal Initiative to Address AIDS in Canada. It will call the 
government to order until it gives the fight against HIV/AIDS the importance it deserves. 
Specifically, the funds in question are for the federal HIV/AIDS strategy, which was approved 
unanimously in 2003. By 2007, the Bloc was already pressuring the Minister of Finance to give 
effect to the intent of the House of Commons in that regard.  
  

Furthermore, the Bloc Québécois believes that only a complete correction of Canada’s fiscal 
imbalance, an imbalance that continues to deprive Quebec and the provinces of the revenues 
needed to fulfil their responsibilities in the realm of health and social services, will enable 
Quebec and the provinces to further develop services to the public in their areas of exclusive 
jurisdiction, and to ensure that their residents receive adequate and timely care.  

Response from the Green Party of Canada: 
 
The Green Party is fully committed to working with HIV organizations to develop an updated 
and federally funded strategy to end HIV/AIDS in Canada and globally. Green Party Elizabeth 
May has called for a national HIV/AIDS strategy in Parliament. 
 
There is no excuse for Canadian inaction on HIV/AIDS, especially in the view of the tremendous 
medical advancements in the global effort to halt the spread of HIV/AIDS, and all-party 
consensus on the need for greater funding in Canada. Thousands of Canadians continue to be 
diagnosed with HIV every year. The federal government’s responsibility to act is glaring, given 
that Aboriginal Peoples are 3.5 times as likely to contract HIV as the rest of the population. We 
must recognize these elevated risk factors and allocate increased funds to treat and prevent 
HIV/AIDS. 
 
A national HIV/AIDS strategy should include a focus on: 

 Reducing the stigma associated with having HIV, as it is a significant barrier to delivery 
of effective, nonjudgmental prevention and treatment programs; 

 Dedicating greater resources to the treatment and delivery of antiretroviral therapies to 
HIV-positive drug users, a marginalized group in Canada that currently receives 
inadequate medical support; 

 Dedicating greater resources to harm reduction, prevention, and education efforts directed 
towards high risk populations; 

 Eliminating bureaucratic barriers of misunderstanding and prejudice for HIV-positive 
foreigners who wish to visit Canada; and 

 Becoming a world leader in providing low-cost AIDS medicines and medical services for 
HIV-positive people in the developing world. 

 
Response from the Liberal Party of Canada: 
 
Our party and our Leader, Justin Trudeau, are committed to implementing a health plan that is 
formed in consultation with experts and civil society and includes rigorous examination of 
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supporting facts and evidence. A Liberal government will recognize the valuable contributions of 
organizations such as yours in advocating for new approaches and strategies to combat the needs 
of Canadians and we will take these recommendations seriously, ensuring thorough but swift 
study before implementing legislation.  
 
Liberals believe that Canada has both a domestic and an international responsibility to forcefully 
combat HIV and AIDS. More needs to be done to prevent new infections in Canada and around 
the world, slow the progression of the disease, safeguard human rights, and improve the quality 
of life of Canadians living with HIV and AIDS. 
 
Response from the New Democratic Party of Canada: 
New Democrats and many other Canadians were scandalized by the Harper government’s 
undercutting of HIV/AIDS funding in 2007 and its ongoing refusal to meet previously-agreed to 
commitments. Crucial community-based program funding has still not reached its originally 
targeted amount. It is time to reset our programing and funding strategy for HIV/AIDS at home 
and abroad. A New Democratic government will work collaboratively with HIV and AIDS 
organizations on this important initiative. 
 
 
 
 


