News Release
Communiqué
For immediate release
JUDGE ADMITS INAPPROPRIATE TREATMENT OF
HIV-POSITIVE WITNESS
Investigation by Ontario Judicial Council prompts admission,
request for education of judges
TORONTO, January 12, 2009 — The complaint against the discriminatory
conduct of an Ontario judge, launched a year ago by the Canadian HIV/AIDS
Legal Network and HALCO, the HIV & AIDS Legal Clinic (Ontario), has been
vindicated and the committee responsible for judges’ training in Ontario will be
asked to include HIV in future educational sessions.
On January 6, 2008, the Legal Network and HALCO lodged a formal complaint
with the Ontario Judicial Council regarding the conduct of Justice Jon-Jo Douglas
of the Ontario Court of Justice (Central East Region). During a December 2007
trial, when it was revealed that a witness had HIV and hepatitis C, Justice
Douglas ordered that the witness wear a mask or give his testimony remotely
from another courtroom. Media also reported that court staff donned rubber
gloves and enclosed exhibits touched by the witness in sealed plastic bags.
When this treatment of the witness was challenged by the Crown attorney, even
with expert medical evidence that HIV and hepatitis C are only transmitted
through contact with certain body fluids, Justice Douglas rejected this evidence
about well-established, non-controversial facts and ordered the trial proceed with
the witness masked.
As a result of the complaint lodged by the Legal Network and HALCO, a
subcommittee of the Judicial Council conducted an investigation and submitted a
report to a review panel. In the Council’s response, it revealed that
subcommittee members recognized that “Justice Douglas treated a witness
differently.” Furthermore, members “noted that judges should not be influenced
by stereotypes, myths or prejudices.” They agreed that Justice Douglas’ conduct
“suggested that he may need further education about the transmission of
HIV/AIDS.” The review panel referred the matter to the Chief Justice of Ontario
for discussion with Justice Douglas.
In its final decision, the Judicial Council found that Justice Douglas has “taken
steps to address those concerns, and that he has learned from the experience,”
including seeking education about HIV from a local AIDS organization. He has
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“acknowledged that his behaviour was inappropriate” and expressed regret for
any harm resulting from his behaviour.
“We are pleased that the Ontario Judicial Council has recognized this conduct is
unacceptable,” said Ryan Peck, Executive Director of HALCO. “There is no place
for such misinformation and prejudice anywhere, especially in the justice system.
People living with HIV deserve equal, respectful treatment.”
The Chief Justice of Ontario has also indicated that the Court’s education
committee will be asked to include material on HIV/AIDS in future educational
sessions for judges.
“We encourage the Education Secretariat of the Ontario Court of Justice to
honour this request and look forward to assisting them with efforts to ensure that
judges have accurate, comprehensive information about HIV,” said Richard
Elliott, Executive Director of the Legal Network.
To read the decision of the Ontario Judicial Council, visit www.aidslaw.ca/media.
– 30 –
About the Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network
The Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network (www.aidslaw.ca) promotes the human
rights of people living with and vulnerable to HIV/AIDS, in Canada and
internationally, through research, legal and policy analysis, education, and
community mobilization. The Legal Network is Canada’s leading advocacy
organization working on the legal and human rights issues raised by HIV/AIDS.
About the HIV & AIDS Legal Clinic (Ontario)
The HIV & AIDS Legal Clinic (Ontario) (www.halco.org) is a charitable, not-forprofit community-based legal clinic serving low-income people living with
HIV/AIDS. It is the only such legal clinic in the country, and has extensive,
frontline experience in addressing the day-to-day legal issues faced by people
living with HIV.
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